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C U R R I C U L U M   V I T A E

Rene Baker 

Nationality: British

Date of Birth: 23 December 1960

Contact: via contact form on website

Website: www.renebaker.org

Education: BA (Hons) First Class in Theatre Studies (awarded by Manchester University)

Experience in Puppet and Object Theatre:

22 years as a practitioner in the field of puppet and object theatre, working as a performer, director, designer 
and puppet-maker.

Experienced in:
– creating and performing shows for children
– devising visual theatre for adults
– traditional and unconventional puppetry techniques
– applying puppetry techniques to other disciplines
– using objects in text-based actor's theatre
– creating performance from a text, theme or material

14 years as a teacher, trainer and coach in the use of puppets, objects and materials for stage and other 
applications.

Experienced in:
– training puppeteers and actors, professionals and beginners
– teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate level
– curriculum planning for university/drama school courses in puppet and object theatre
– leading workshops and masterclasses, lecturing and writing about:

– the narrative power of objects
– visual dramaturgy
– bringing puppets and objects to life
– devising theatre with puppets, objects and materials
– social applications of puppets and objects

Performing:
1990-1992 Trained at the Little Angel Theatre and worked as a freelance puppeteer.

1992-1998 Norwich Puppet Theatre.  Core member of the creative team, devising and performing
 children's shows, touring nationally and internationally.  Employed as a performer, maker,
 designer, director, researcher.  Experienced in a wide range of puppetry techniques.
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1998-2005 Worked with Norwich Puppet Theatre on a part-time basis, combining 
performing with teaching.

Teaching:
1998-2005 Central School of Speech & Drama, London.  Principal puppetry tutor.  

2005-2010 Institut del Teatre, Barcelona, Spain.  Taught visual and physical theatre, 
and directed performances. 

2009-today Institut del Teatre, designed and still teach the postgraduate module The Puppet as a
 Pedagogical Medium within their T.I.E. programme of studies.
  
2010-today Turku Polytechnic, Academy of Applied Arts, Finland.  Principal puppetry tutor. 

2000-today Regular invitations to run masterclasses and workshops in theatre festivals, professional 
organisations and rehearsal rooms all over Europe. 
Courses include: Bringing puppets and objects to life; Listening to the Material, devising
theatre with puppets and objects; From Prop to Protagonist, how objects are used in actor's
theatre, Objects & Narration, for storytellers and writers;  Who do I see? Puppet or

 Puppeteer?, the dramaturgy of the visible puppeteer.  

Directing:
1996 Jack & the Beanstalk.  (Norwich). Director.  Storytelling and animated toys. For age 3-5.
2004 Inside Out, (Barcelona). Director.  Visual theatre combining movement and object
 manipulation.  For adults. Performed in Spain and Poland.
2006 Liquid-acció, (Barcelona). Co-director, responsible for the visual and material aspects of

the performance.  Water was both the theme and the material manipulated. For adults.
2007 L'Odissea (Barcelona).  Director & Designer.  Physical theatre, puppets and manipulated
 scenography.  Scenes from The Odyssey.  For adults.
2008 Mieliteko (Finland).  Director & Designer.  Performance linking Finnish and Estonian
 mythology, (Kalevala and Kalevipoeg).  Visual theatre using the body, white dresses, song,
 sticks, stones and dried leaves.  For adults. Performed in Finland, Estonia and Berlin.
2009 R.I.P. (Barcelona).  Director & Designer. Physical theatre, text, everyday objects.  For
 adults. Won the audience prize for best show at the Barcelona theatre festival La Mostra de 

Teatre.
2010 El Drama del Desencantado (Barcelona).  Director & Designer.  Adaptation of a short story
 by Gabriel García Márquez.  Physical and visual theatre, actors, puppets, manipulated

scenography.  For adults.
2010 MfG (Germany).  Director.  Actors and manipulated car parts.  For adults.
2011 Turku Diva (Finland).  Directed, filmed and edited a puppetry short that was shown
 at the Thalia Gala, the Finnish theatre awards ceremony, broadcast on prime-time television. 

For visual information about these performances, please visit my website www.renebaker.org

Lectures and presentations:

What the puppet teaches the actor.
Presentation during the conference How to act (2006), organised by the Central School of Speech & Drama. 
The transcript of this presentation has been published in the book Theatre Materials (ISBN 978-0-9539501-5-
7), and was translated and published in the Spanish theatre journal RGT (No.65, winter 2010).

http://www.renebaker.org/
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Listening to the material.
A lecture accompanied by film images about devising theatre with puppets, objects and materials.  
Presented during the conference Theatre Materials (2007), organised by the Central School of Speech & 
Drama. Also presented at the Tallinn Treff festival, Estonia (2009), at the 7+7 Solos festival in Lapland 
(2010), and at the Black Sea Puppetry Festival in Sochi, Russia (2011).

Why puppets, objects and materials are interesting for actors, dancers and scenographers.
This lecture, accompanied by film images, was given during the Tallinn Treff festival 2010, Estonia, an 
international meeting of performance schools.

Puppets and objects: medium and mediator
Presentation and hands-on workshop during the MIMO seminar, Finland 2011, a conference about social 
applications of the arts and working with alienated youth.  This talk and slide show was also presented during 
the seminar on puppetry and well-being organised by the TIP International Puppet Festival, 2011.

Group manipulation
A talk accompanied by film and Q&A session organised by the TIP-Connection, international puppetry 
association, Turku, Finland (2011).  The theme was how to direct and perform puppets manipulated by three 
or more operators.

Finnish puppetry on the world map
Presentation during the Finnish UNIMA annual meeting, 2011.

Writing:

Articles: The Puppet as Teacher of Acting.  Published in Theatre Materials: What is theatre made
 of? (2009) edited by Eleanor Margolies, published by Centre for Excellence in Training for
 Theatre /Central School of Speech and Drama (CETT) ISBN: 978-0-9539501-5-7

Puppets & Objects: Medium & Mediator Published in Moving In! Art-Based Approaches
 to Work with the Youth (2012), p.103 Edited by Johanna Krappe, Terttu Parkkinen & Anna
 Tonteri Published by Turku University of Applied Sciences, ISBN 978-952-216-225-0

Translation: Translation from German into English of the book Figuren Theater Praxis, Hand- und
 Stabpuppen by Hans Jürgen Fettig.  English title: Rod Puppets and Table-top puppets.

Miscellaneous:         Arts Council reports:
- on the international masterclasses at Norwich Puppet Theatre (1994-96)
- on the Norwich Puppet Theatre performance of Hansel & Gretel

Research: Trip to Czech Republic (1994) to learn about constructing and performing rod marionettes.  
Supported by Eastern Arts.

Trip to India (1997) to learn about non-western movement in preparation for the performance
of The Odyssey.  Funded by Eastern Arts.

 The Gegants and Catalan Identity.  Dissertation on the giant puppets of catalonia and how
 they were used to re-establish catalan identity in the years after Franco's dictatorship.

Personal research:  Creativity and Recovering from Burnout


